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In these days of California drought, I decided to weave up two jacquard tapestries with flowers. I am hoping
that these positive images will represent my rain dance to bring the waters that create spring beauty. The first
tapestry is called “Sunpower.” It depicts sunflowers from a photograph I took in the Napa Valley in
California. Between all the vineyards, we also find rows of wildflowers, mustard, and clover. This
serendipitous patch of glorious giant blossoms follows the path of the sun every day. Can we take our cues
from them to encourage the use of alternative energy for the survival of our species on this precious planet?

“Sunpower” by Sheila O’Hara © 2014 – and detail on loom
53 inches high x 20 inches wide, cotton Jacquard handwoven tapestry

The second tapestry captures the joy of spring with a corral full of yellow wildflowers called “Tidy Tips.” I
took this photo on Hwy 20 between Clearlake, CA, and Williams, CA, near Hwy 16, on the way back from
teaching in Oregon. I chanced upon this dense patch of yellow against the surrounding green hills. The title
“Party ‘Til the Cows Come Home” seemed apropos for the empty corral. I enjoyed creating various textures
in the weaves to enhance the patterns in the wooden beams, carpet of flowers and waving grasses. These
artworks were woven on an AVL Jacq2G Jacquard hand loom with 672 hooks using a warp sett at 30 epi with
10/2 black cotton yarn and triple weft weaves of doubled 10/2 cotton yarn at approximately 60 to 80 ppi.

“Party ‘Til the Cows Come Home” by Sheila O’Hara © 2015
20 inches high x 20 inches wide, cotton Jacquard handwoven tapestry

Last fall I was invited to have a solo exhibition at the Lake County Wine Studio in Upper Lake, CA, about an
hour from where I live. The tasting room/art gallery with brightly colored walls hosted 2 opening receptions.
My show took place from December 1, 2014 to January 31, 2015. There was a good response from the local
people as well as tourists passing through. It is always fun to explain to the public that the artworks are woven. I
showed a combination of my Jacquard handwoven tapestries of landscapes, Flockettes and my other designs as
well as the Edward Curtis images of Native American Indians. I also displayed the Edward Curtis images that
are woven at Pure Country Weavers in North Carolina. People always seem to prefer the handwoven tapestries!

Installation shots of O’Hara’s tapestries at Lake County Wine Studio. Owner Susan Feiler & customer below.

